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with In-Pensioner George Hatton

C

arols from Chelsea brings together
several cherished elements of the
Royal Hospital Chelsea through a musical
celebration of Christmastide. The Chapel
Choir of the Royal Hospital Chelsea
sings for the Sunday morning Matins
service in the Royal Hospital’s Wren
Chapel during the year, but in December
provides the music for carol services and
other Christmas-themed events almost
every day. This recording showcases some
of our most popular carol repertoire,
alongside solo organ music performed by
the Royal Hospital’s Organ Scholar and
a very special performance with Chelsea
Pensioner George Hatton. George is
known for his occasional singing in the
Chelsea Pensioners’ Club in the evening,
and during December he has been known
to join forces with the choir for a song or
two. It was one of those moments that
gave us the idea to record something with
him on this album.

carol Stille Nacht, an especially moving
carol to hear in the original German,
given its celebrated performance in the
trenches on Christmas Day, 1914. Once
in Royal David’s City is the first of three
carols that are usually sung with the full
congregation, opening with the famous
solo that captures the mood of Christmas
like nothing else. In between that and
Irving Berlin’s wonderfully un-wintry
White Christmas, performed here in a new
arrangement by Jim Clements, we hear
mostly the work of English composers,
from the Renaissance-era genius William
Byrd to the contemporary composers
Francis Pott and John Rutter. British
organist Thomas Trotter’s arrangement
of Leroy Anderson’s light-music classic
Sleigh Ride leads us into John Gardner’s
thrilling setting of the old text Tomorrow
shall be my Dancing Day, the side drum
part played on one of the Royal Hospital’s
beautifully decorated instruments, before
we conclude with our very own wish for a
White Christmas.
William Vann

Many of the Royal Hospital’s carol services
begin with Franz Gruber’s spine-tingling
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Once in Royal David’s city

HENRY JOHN GAUNTLETT (1805–1876),
arr. DAVID WILLCOCKS (1919–2015)

soloist: Eloise Irving
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Stille Nacht

FRANZ GRUBER (1787–1863), arr. DONALD CASHMORE (1926–2013)

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
Alles schläft; einsam wacht
Nur das traute, hochheilige Paar.
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh’!
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh’!

Silent night, holy night,
all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,
sleep in heavenly peace.

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
Hirten erst kund gemacht
Durch der Engel Halleluja,
Tönt es laut von fern und nah’:
Christ, der Retter, ist da!
Christ, der Retter, ist da!

Silent night, holy night,
shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ the Saviour is born,
Christ the Saviour is born!

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht,
Gottes Sohn, o wie lacht
Lieb’ aus deinem göttlichen Mund,
Da uns schlägt die rettende Stund’.
Christ, in deiner Geburt!
Christ, in deiner Geburt!

Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love’s pure light;
radiant beams from thy holy face
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Once in Royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby,
In a manger for His bed.
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

For He is our childhood’s pattern,
Day by day like us He grew,
He was little, weak and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us He knew:
And He feeleth for our sadness,
And He shareth in our gladness.

He came down to earth from heaven
Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable,
And His cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

And our eyes at last shall see Him,
Through His own redeeming love,
For that child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heaven above,
And He leads his children on
To the place where He is gone.

And through all His wondrous childhood
He would honour and obey,
Love and watch the lowly maiden,
In whose gentle arms He lay.
Christian children all must be
Mild, obedient, good as He.

Not in that poor lowly stable,
With the oxen standing by,
We shall see Him; but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high,
Where, like stars, His children crowned
All in white shall wait around.
Cecil Frances Alexander

Joseph Mohr
transl. John Freeman Young
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The truth from above

A Spotless Rose

English traditional,
arr. RALPH VAUGHAN WILLIAMS (1872-1958)
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This is the truth sent from above,
The truth of God, the God of love,
Therefore don’t turn me from your door,
But hearken all both rich and poor.

And at that season of the year
Our blest Redeemer did appear;
He here did live, and here did preach,
And many thousands he did teach.

The first thing which I do relate
Is that God did man create,
The next thing which to you I’ll tell,
Woman was made with man to dwell.

Thus he in love to us behaved,
To show us how we must be saved;
And if you want to know the way,
Be pleased to hear what he did say.

A Spotless Rose is growing,
Sprung from a tender root,
Of ancient seers’ foreshowing,
Of Jesse promised fruit;
Its fairest bud unfolds to light
Amid the cold, cold winter,
And in the dark midnight.

3

soloist: Thomas Stoddart

Thus we were heirs to endless woes,
Till God the Lord did interpose,
And so a promise soon did run
That he would redeem us by his Son.

English traditional carol

HERBERT HOWELLS (1892-1983)

soloist: Angus McPhee

The Rose which I am singing,
Whereof Isaiah said,
Is from its sweet root springing
In Mary, purest Maid;
‘For through our God’s great love and might
The Blessed Babe she bare us
In a cold, cold winter’s night.
15th-century German carol, transl. Catherine Winkworth
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O magnum mysterium

WILLIAM BYRD (c.1540-1623)

soloists: Rosemary Galton, Clara Kanter, Jonathan Beatty
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In Dulci Jubilo, BWV 729

J.S.BACH (1685-1750)

organist: James Orford

O magnum mysterium,
et admirabile sacramentum,
ut animalia viderent Dominum natum,
jacentem in præsepio!
Beata Virgo, cujus viscera
meruerunt portare
Dominum Christum.

O great mystery,
and wonderful sacrament,
that animals should see the new-born Lord,
lying in a manger!
Blessed is the Virgin whose womb
was worthy to bear
Christ the Lord.

Ave Maria, gratia plena: Dominus tecum.

Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.
4th Responsory, Matins, Christmas Day
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Dormi, Jesu

JOHN RUTTER (b.1945)

Dormi, Jesu! Mater ridet
Quæ tam dulcem somnum videt,
Dormi, Jesu! blandule!

Sleep, sweet babe! my cares beguiling:
Mother sits beside thee smiling;
Sleep, my darling, tenderly!

Si non-dormis, Mater plorat,
Inter fila cantans orat,
Blande, veni, somnule.

If thou sleep not, mother mourneth,
Singing as her wheel she turneth:
Come, soft slumber, balmily!
from an engraving by Hieronymus Wierix
transl. Samuel Taylor Coleridge
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Hodie Christus natus est

Hodie Christus natus est:
Hodie Salvator apparuit;
Hodie in terra canunt angeli;
Lætantur archangeli;
Hodie exsultant justi dicentes;
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Alleluia!

FRANCIS POTT (b.1957)

Today Christ is born;
Today the Saviour has appeared;
Today on earth the angels sing,
The archangels rejoice;
Today the righteous rejoice, saying,
Glory to God in the highest, Alleluia!
Antiphon to the Magnificat, Vespers, Christmas Day
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9   God rest you merry, Gentlemen

English traditional, arr. DAVID WILLCOCKS

But when to Bethlehem they came,
Whereat this Infant lay,
They found Him in a manger,
Where oxen feed on hay;
His mother Mary kneeling,
Unto the Lord did pray:
O tidings...

God rest you merry, gentlemen,
Let nothing you dismay,
For Jesus Christ our Saviour
Was born upon this day,
To save us all from Satan’s power
When we were gone astray:
O tidings of comfort and joy,
comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.

Now to the Lord sing praises,
All you within this place,
And with true love and brotherhood
Each other now embrace;
This holy tide of Christmas
All others doth deface:
O tidings...

From God our heavenly Father
A blessed angel came,
And unto certain shepherds
Brought tidings of the same,
How that in Bethlehem was born
The Son of God by name:
O tidings...
The shepherds at those tidings
Rejoiced much in mind,
And left their flocks a-feeding
In tempest, storm and wind,
And went to Bethlehem straightway,
This blessed Babe to find:
O tidings...

English traditional
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Benedicamus Domino

PETER WARLOCK (1894-1930)

Procedenti puero
Eya, nobis annus est!
Virginis ex utero
Gloria! Laudes!
Deus homo factus est et immortalis.

A boy comes forth,
Eya, this is our time,
From the womb of a virgin.
Glory! Praise!
God is made man and immortal.

Sine viri semine
Eya, nobis annus est!
Natus est de virgine
Gloria! Laudes!
Deus homo factus est et immortalis.

Without the seed of a man
Eya, this is our time,
He is born of a virgin.
Glory! Praise!
God is made man and immortal.

Sine viri copia
Eya, nobis annus est!
Natus est ex Maria
Gloria! Laudes!
Deus homo factus est et immortalis.

Without the means of a man,
Eya, this is our time,
He is born of Mary
Glory! Praise!
God is made man and immortal.

In hoc festo determino
Eya, nobis annus est!
Benedicamus Domino!
Gloria! Laudes!
Deus homo factus est et immortalis.

On this appointed feast,
Eya, this is our time,
Let us bless the Lord.
Glory! Praise!
God is made man and immortal.
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Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen

JOHANNES BRAHMS (1833-1897)

organist: James Orford

bn

In the bleak midwinter

HAROLD DARKE (1888-1976)

soloists: Helen Ashby, Jonathan Beatty

In the bleak midwinter
Frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron,
Water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow,
Snow on snow,
In the bleak midwinter long ago.

Enough for Him, whom cherubim
Worship night and day,
A breastful of milk,
And a mangerful of hay;
Enough for Him, whom angels
Fall down before,
The ox and ass and camel which adore.

Our God, heaven cannot hold Him
Nor earth sustain;
Heaven and earth shall flee away
When He comes to reign:
In the bleak midwinter
A stable place sufficed
The Lord God Almighty Jesus Christ.

What can I give Him,
Poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd
I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wise man
I would do my part;
Yet what I can I give Him, give my heart.
Christina Rossetti

from Sloane Manuscript 2593 (15th century)
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Ding dong! merrily on high

16th-century French carol, arr. MACK WILBERG (b.1955)
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O holy night

ADOLPHE ADAM (1803-1856)

soloists: Eloise Irving, Edward Hughes

Ding dong! merrily on high
In heav’n the bells are ringing:
Ding dong! verily the sky
Is riv’n with angels singing.
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining,
It is the night of the dear Saviour’s birth.
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,
Till He appear’d and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.

E’en so here below, below,
Let steeple bells be swungen,
And io, io, io,
By priest and people sungen.
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!

Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born;
O night divine, O night, O night Divine.

Pray you, dutifully prime
Your matin chime, ye ringers;
May you beautifully rhyme
Your evetime song, ye singers.
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!
George Ratcliffe Woodward

Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming,
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand.
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming,
Here came the wise men from the Orient land.
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger;
In all our trials born to be our friend.
He knows our need, He guardeth us from danger,
Behold your King! Before the Lowly bend!
Behold your King! Before the Lowly bend!

bq

The Holy Boy

JOHN IRELAND (1879-1962)

organist: James Orford
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John Sullivan Dwight
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The little road to Bethlehem

MICHAEL HEAD (1900-1976)

As I walked down the road at set of sun,
The lambs were coming homeward one by one.
I heard a sheepbell softly calling them,
Along the little road to Bethlehem.
Beside an open door as I drew nigh,
I heard sweet Mary sing a lullaby.
She sang about the lambs at close of day,
And rocked her tiny King among the hay.
Across the air the silver sheepbells rang.
“The lambs are coming home,” sweet Mary sang.
“Your star of gold is shining in the sky.
So sleep, my little King, go lullaby.”

Margaret Rose

bs

O little town of Bethlehem

English traditional,
arr. RALPH VAUGHAN WILLIAMS
and THOMAS ARMSTRONG (1898-1994)

O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

How silently, how silently,
The wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessing of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming;
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him, still
The dear Christ enters in.

O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the King,
And peace to men on earth;
For Christ is born of Mary;
And, gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wondering love.

O holy child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angel
The great glad tidings tell:
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel.
Phillips Brooks
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Sleigh Ride

LEROY ANDERSON (1908-1975), arr. THOMAS TROTTER (b. 1957)

organist: James Orford
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Tomorrow shall be my dancing day

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day;
I would my true love did so chance
To see the legend of my play,
To call my true love to my dance:
Sing, oh! my love, oh! my love, my love, my love,
This have I done for my true love.

White Christmas

ROYAL HOSPITAL CHELSEA

In a manger laid and wrapped I was,
So very poor, this was my chance
Betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass
To call my true love to my dance:
Sing, oh! my love...
Then afterwards baptised I was;
The Holy Ghost on me did glance,
My Father’s voice heard from above,
To call my true love to my dance:
Sing, oh! my love...

Then was I born of a virgin pure,
Of her I took fleshly substance
Thus was I knit to man’s nature
To call my true love to my dance:
Sing, oh! my love...

cl

JOHN GARDNER (1917-2011)

Anon.

IRVING BERLIN (1888-1989), arr. JIM CLEMENTS (b. 1983)

soloist: George Hatton, In-Pensioner of the Royal Hospital Chelsea

The sun is shining, the grass is green,
The orange and palm trees sway.
There’s never been such a day
In Beverly Hills, L.A.
But it’s December the twenty-fourth,
And I am longing to be up North.

Where the treetops glisten,
And children listen
To hear sleigh bells in the snow.
I’m dreaming of a white Christmas
With every Christmas card I write.
May your days be merry and bright,
And may all your Christmases be white.

I’m dreaming of a white Christmas
Just like the ones I used to know.

Irving Berlin
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The Royal Hospital Chelsea is the home of the iconic Chelsea Pensioners, who are all
retired soldiers of the British Army. Founded in 1682 by King Charles II for “the relief
and succour” of veterans, it admitted its first Chelsea Pensioners in 1692, among whom
were some of those injured at the Battle of Sedgemoor. Designed by Sir Christopher
Wren, the Royal Hospital is one of the most visually stunning landmarks in London,
sitting beside the River Thames opposite Battersea Park. Its chapel is a fine example of
Wren’s work: rising 42 feet (13 metres) high, it was completed in 1687, was consecrated
in August 1691 and contains a memorable painting of the Resurrection in the half dome
of the apse, painted by Sebastiano Ricci and his nephew Marco.
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The Chapel Choir of the Royal Hospital Chelsea sings at the Sunday morning Matins
service in the Wren Chapel and other events throughout the year. It is a professional
group of twelve singers, occasionally enlarged for occasions such as this recording, who
are drawn from a wide variety of musical backgrounds. Most of its members work as
full-time musicians, either as singers of choral music or opera, or as pianists, music
teachers and journalists. The choir’s regular concerts both at the Royal Hospital and
elsewhere are usually popular sell-outs and have been critically acclaimed for combining
“…characterful performances with some finely focused singing…a fine and highly
involving performance.”

CHELSEA PENSIONERS
The Chelsea Pensioners are the iconic faces of the UK’s veteran community. At the
Royal Hospital Chelsea they are offered excellent accommodation, comradeship and the
highest standards of care in recognition of their loyal service to the Nation. Any former
soldier of the British Army over the age of 65, who is facing spending their advanced
years alone, can apply for residence as a Chelsea-Pensioner.
Some 300 army veterans live at the Royal Hospital today, including those who have
served in Korea, the Falkland Islands, Cyprus, Northern Ireland and World War II.
Others may not have served in campaigns, but all understand what it means to be a
soldier and the potential sacrifice that it entails.

JIM CLEMENTS
Born into a family of musicians, Jim began
writing and performing music at a young age;
the choir of Rochester Cathedral premiered
his first choral composition when he was just
twelve. A decade later, he graduated from
Manchester University with a first-class degree
in music and decided to pursue a career of
composing and singing.
He has written for numerous world-famous
artists, including Tom Jones, The King’s Singers,
Tim Minchin, Mahler Chamber Orchestra,
and Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra.
His compositions and vocal arrangements are
published by Edition Peters, and have been
recorded on Decca Classics, Signum Classics,
and Universal Records, receiving three CARA
nominations.
Jim is principally a member of the GRAMMY-nominated early music ensemble,
Stile Antico, with which he has performed extensively around the globe, including
engagements at the BBC Proms, Wigmore Hall, and Amsterdam Concertgebouw.

If you would like to donate to the Chelsea Pensioners’ Appeal please visit
www.chelsea-pensioners.co.uk/support-the-chelsea-pensioners or call the
fundraising office on 020 7881 5516.

When not writing or singing, he enjoys exploring the countryside on his motorbike,
Hildegard.
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GEORGE HATTON

JAMES ORFORD

George has enjoyed singing from a very early
age and his lifetime inspiration, indeed his only
‘mentor’, has been Nelson Eddy. (For those who
don’t remember, Eddy was a Hollywood idol in
the 1940s who sang in many popular films with
Jeannette MacDonald.)

James Orford is currently the Organ Scholar
at both the Royal Hospital Chelsea and
King’s College, London, and is studying
the organ on a scholarship with David
Titterington at the Royal Academy of
Music. Previously, he studied with James
McVinnie and, subsequently, Christian
Wilson. His past positions include Organ
Scholar at Truro Cathedral, Assistant
Organist at St Mark’s Church, Bromley and
Organ Scholar at Dulwich College.

When George was about 8 years old his mother
was asked to take him to an audition at the
Empire Theatre in Liverpool but, sadly, she
forgot. Instead, George contented himself singing
to everyone and anyone who was happy to listen,
as he still is today.
During 23 years of military service George
continued to enjoy singing and his interest in
all areas of music was encouraged and enhanced
when he was promoted to Drum Major in 1950.
The recording of this CD in the Temple Church,
London, is the first professional recording George
has ever made. And, at the age of 88, it gave him
great pleasure to sing with such a wonderful
choir under the direction of Will Vann, Musical
Director of the Royal Hospital Chelsea.
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An active performer, James has given many recitals across the UK in some notable
venues, including St Paul’s, Westminster, Truro, and Hereford Cathedrals, Christchurch
Priory, the Chapels of both Clare and Queens’ Colleges, Cambridge, Lancing College
Chapel and the Royal Festival Hall.
As an accompanist, James has worked with many choirs and soloists. He has held
accompanying jobs with various choral societies. He currently works with the Sloane
Square Choral Society, Hackney Singers, and the Concordia Chamber Choir, having
worked with the Truro Choral Society and the Allegri Singers previously. He has also
performed with the London Choral Sinfonia, the Ashtead Singers, Lewisham Choral
Society, and the Burgate Singers, among others. With these choirs, he has performed in
a variety of places across the UK and France, including Salisbury, Wells, and Chartres
Cathedrals and in 2015, he was invited to play for the Annual Swiss Archdeaconry
Choral Festival, held in Zurich and directed by David Hill.
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Aside from playing the organ, James is also a pianist. Working mainly as an accompanist,
he has performed with several soloists, both instrumental and vocal. In the summer of
2014, whilst at school, he accompanied a song recital that Susan Bullock gave as part of
the First World War commemorations that were happening at Dulwich College. More
recently, he won the accompanist prize in the AESS Courtney Kenny Song Competition.

and Oxford Lieder Festivals and concerts abroad in Germany (on live ZDF television),
Ireland, Sweden, Nigeria (on live Lagos television) and South Africa (National Arts
Festival). He has given guest recitals for the Lennox Berkeley, Elgar, Finzi, Gurney
and Ireland Societies and has worked on more than one occasion with the Master of
the Queen’s Music Judith Weir. Recordings as a pianist have included releases on the
Champs Hill and Albion record labels including, on the latter, world premiere recordings
of several songs by Ralph Vaughan Williams.

WILLIAM VANN

He is the founder and Artistic Director of the London English Song Festival, a Trustee
of the Ralph Vaughan Williams Society, a Fellow of the Royal College of Organists,
a Yeoman of the Worshipful Company of Musicians, a Britten-Pears Young Artist, a
Samling Scholar, the co-chairman of Kensington and Chelsea Music Society, the Artistic
Director of Bedford Music Club and a conductor and vocal coach on the Dartington and
Oxenfoord International Summer Schools.

William Vann is the Organist and Director of Music at the Royal Hospital, the
fifteenth holder of the post since 1692. His musical
education began while a Chorister of King’s
College, Cambridge and continued as a Music and
Organ Scholar at Bedford School; he subsequently
read Law and held a Choral Scholarship at Gonville
and Caius College, Cambridge and studied as
a pianist at the Royal Academy of Music with
Malcolm Martineau and Colin Stone. He has won
many prizes for his piano accompaniment and has
recently been made an Associate of the RAM.
Performances as a conductor, pianist, harpsichordist
and organist have included live performances
on BBC Radio 3, appearances at Wigmore Hall,
Cadogan Hall, Sage Gateshead, St Martin-in-theFields and St John’s, Smith Square, recitals in the
Aldeburgh, City of London, Handel, Machynlleth
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